Checklist of alternative evidence for your clients

While a physical receipt is the gold standard, losing one doesn't mean the deduction
is lost. The IRS primarily wants proof that a transaction actually occurred. If your clients
are struggling to find a specific receipt from years ago, you can help them gather
"alternative evidence" to reconstruct the paper trail and make them audit-ready.

Share this checklist with your clients to help them understand what types of
secondary documentation the IRS may accept in lieu of a missing receipt:

Third-party verification

[J Affidavits: A sworn, written statement from the other party involved in the
transaction. For example, "l sold this vehicle to (name) for $X on (date)."

[J Written correspondence: Emails or letters from a seller, relative, or business
partner that confirm the details of a personal or business transaction.

[J Contractor or vendor logs: If a client lost a specific invoice, they can often
request a statement of account or a duplicate record from the vendor they
paid.

Financial and banking records

[J Bank deposit slips: Records showing a specific amount of money deposited
into a checking or savings account that matches the transaction amount.

[J Cancelled checks or bank statements: While these do not always show what
was bought, they prove the flow of funds and can be paired with other
descriptions to satisfy an auditor.

[J Credit card statements: Digital or paper records that identify the merchant,
date, and amount spent.

Official and professional reports

[J Police reports: Essential for documenting losses related to theft or accidents
rather than just providing a photo of the damage.

[J Insurance claims: Documentation from an insurance provider that describes
the event, the value of the property, and any payouts.

[J Medical and emergency records: Bills from an emergency room or doctor’s
office that provide a timeline and proof of services rendered.



Digital and physical "secondary" proof

[J Photographs with metadata: \While a photo of a wrecked car alone isn't
enough, digital photos often contain time and location data that can support a
timeline.

[J Calendars and logs: For things like mileage or business travel, a detailed
contemporaneous log or digital calendar can serve as strong supporting
evidence.

Editor’'s note: Examples are illustrative; outcomes depend on individual facts,
documentation quality, and applicable IRS procedures.



